THE   GERMAN   BLOOD-BATH

Adolf need only have taken one further step to have
created a fait accompli, but Roehm, the soul of the
revolutionary movement, was absent, and Blomberg
and even Goering remained silent.

Hitler was upset by the resignations on the one hand
and the silence on the other. Might there not be a plot
against him? Though the 'drummer of the revolution'
had become Chancellor of the Reich, he had not really
changed since November 9, 1923. He still needed
approbation and applause. Where was he to take
refuge? Only Roehm and Goebbels were faithful to
him. He made up his mind to deal once and for all
with the reactionary gentlemen, if not to-morrow, then
next day or next week.

His immediate need was the President's consent to
the formation of a new Cabinet built on real Nazi
lines.

On June 21 Hitler went to Neudeck, where the
President lived. Hindenburg was already a very sick
man. Hitler was accompanied by Goebbels, by Hof-
mann, the photographer, and by Herr Schreck, the
leader of the S.S. These three represented the radical
wing of the party in South Germany.

They were received on the steps by two men in
general's uniform; Blomberg, the Minister of War and
Goering. Adolf was stupefied.

"Having been informed of events by Vice-Chancellor
von Papen,' General Blomberg said with great dignity,
'President Hindenburg summoned General Goering,
in his capacity of Chief of Police, and myself to Neu-